
C hoos ing  Sa fe  F irew o rk s: 
 
It  is  extr eme ly  im p ortan t  to  kn o w  the d if feren ce betw een a  le ga l con sum er firew o rk  a nd  a 
d an gero u s ex p losive d ev ice .  I tem s such  as M -80 s , M -10 0x  an d  b lock bu s ters  are not  firew o r ks , 
th ey  are ex p lo s iv es- f edera lly  b ann ed  ex plo s iv es .   They can cau se seriou s  in ju ry  o r even  de ath.   
S ta y aw ay  from  any th ing  th at is n ot c learly  lab e led w ith  th e nam e of th e item , th e m anu fact u rer ’s  
n am e an d ins tru ction  fo r pr op er u se. 
 
H ere are  s o m e m ore tip s  to h e lp  en su re  a s a fe F o u rth  of J u ly.   F ir ew o rk s  a re  n o t toy s.  
F irew o rks co mp lying  w ith  str ic t  r egu la tio n s en acted  by  th e  U .S . C on sum er P ro duc t  S afety  
C o mm iss ion  in  1 97 6 fu nction  prim arily  b y b urn in g to  prod uce m o t ion  an d  visib le  o r audib le 
e ffect s.   They  are b urn in g at ap prox im ate ly  th e sam e tem p era tu re  as a ho u s eh o ld  m atch  an d  can  
cause burn  in jur ies  and  ign ite  c lo t h ing  if u s ed im p ro per ly .  
 
N EV E R g iv e f irew orks  to y ou n g  ch i ld ren .   C lo se, adu lt su p erv is ion  o f a ll firew orks  ac tiv ities  
is  man dato ry .  Ev en  s p ark lers can  be u nsa fe if fus ed  im prop erly .   Se lect  and  use on ly  le ga l 
dev ices.  If y ou  choo se  to  ce lebr ate  the  F o u rth  o f J uly  w ith  firew orks, ch eck  w i th  yo ur lo ca l 
p o lice dep artm ent to  d eterm in e w h at firew o rk s can  be  legally  d is ch arg ed  in  y ou r area . 
 
S tay aw a y  fr om  il lega l  e xp los iv es .  Il le ga l ex p lo siv e dev ices  co nt inu e to  ca use s erious  injuries  
arou n d th e F o urth o f J u ly  ho lid ay .  Th ese  d ev ices  a re co mm on ly  kn ow n  as M -80 s , M -10 0x , 
b lo ck bu sters  or q uarterm as te rs .  F ed era lly  b ann ed s in ce  19 66 ,  thes e item s w ill n ot co nta in  th e 
m anu factu re r’s   n am e an d are usu ally  t ota lly  un rav eled.  D o n ot p urcha se o r u se u n lab eled  
firewo rks .  If y o u a re awa re of an y on e se llin g su ch d evices, co n tact yo u r lo ca l police 
depar tm en t.  
 
H om e m ad e firew o rk s are  d ead ly .  N e ver  a t tem p t to  m ake y ou r o w n d ev ices  and  do  n o t 
pu rch as e or  us e an y kits  that are  adv ertised fo r m akin g firew o rks.   M ix in g an d loa ding  chem ica l 
po w ers  is v e ry  d angero u s an d can  k ill o r serio u sly  in ju re  y ou .  Leav e the m akin g o f fir ew o rks  to  
the ex p erts .  
 
C a refu ll y  in s p ect each  firew o rk  you  p u rch a s e.   B e su re it isn ’ t  leak in g p o w er; m ak e s ure th e 
fu se is  secu re ly  a ttached ; if th e item  has  a  bas e, m ak e c erta in  it ’s  secu re; fo r ro cke t- typ e 
firew o rks , m ake sur e the s tick  is  r ig id  and  w ell-a t ta ched.  B ecau se w ate r can  affec t th e sens itive 
ch em ica ls  p ack ed  ins id e a firew o rk, av o id  item s th at ap pear t o h ave b een  w et an d  th en  d ried .  
A ls o av o id  f irew o rks  that  s h ow  s ign s  o f m ish an dlin g o r ap pea r to  b e old .  
 
Rem em b er to lo ok  fo r  th e  n am e o f th e i tem , th e m a n u fac tu rer ’s  n a m e a n d  i n s tru c tio n s  o n  
eac h  i t em .  Thes e  th in gs  are requ ired  by  law .   If th ese  item s d o n o t  ap p ear,  the firew ork m ay  
ha ve  be en  m ad e illegally  an d co uld  b e very  dan gerou s . 
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